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 Raymond, 
Stephenson, Basti land 
new gigs

The three Division I men’s 
lacrosse head coaching jobs 
that were open at the start 
of July were filled.

Hobart brought in 
upstate New York native 
and one-time Johns Hopkins 
co-captain Greg Raymond, 
who had served under 
Chris Bates at Princeton 
as defensive coordinator. 
Jonathan Basti left his 
position as associate head 
coach at Hartford to take 
over at Sacred Heart, while 
Ed Stephenson will be the 
first head coach at UMass 
Lowell, which debuts in 
2014-15. Stephenson 
comes from UMBC, but 
previously was the head 
coach at Binghamton, where 
he resigned in protest of 
disciplinary actions taken 
against three of his players.

 Fratzke latest KAh 
scribe in coaching ranks

Hillary Fratzke, a three-
year assistant coach at 
Northwestern, is the new 
head coach at William & 
Mary. Fratzke was a two-time 
CAA Player of the Year at 
Towson. She is the seventh 
woman to be named a head 
coach at the Division I level 
after playing or coaching 
under Wildcats head coach 
Kelly Amonte Hiller.

Other Division I women’s 
coaching news: Wagner 
named Liz Frisoli as its 
coach. Frisoli previously was 
the first coach at Division III 
Huntingdon (Ala.) College… 
Carissa Medeiros, who 
spent the last six years as 
head coach at Bentley, was 
named the first head coach 
at UMass Lowell… Drexel 

promoted Hannah Rudloff to 
head coach… Dartmouth’s 
Amy Patton tabbed former 
Notre Dame coach Tracy 
Coyn as an assistant. Coyne, 
whose Irish lost to Patton’s 
Big Green in the 2006 final 
four, was most recently an 
assistant at Duquesne and 
head coach at Division III 
William & Jefferson (Pa.).

 dayton adds women’s 
lacrosse

The University of Dayton 
will add women’s lacrosse 
as a varsity sport and begin 
competition in spring of 2016. 
The Flyers will compete in the 
Atlantic 10. 
 

 FIL World 
championship to return 
to england in 2018

The 2018 Federation of 
International Lacrosse (FIL) 
Men’s World Championship 
will be played in England. 
The games, held every four 
years and up next in Denver 
in 2014, will be held in 
Manchester in July 2018. 
The city also hosted the 
championship in 2010. 

 

 IMLcA: don’t recruit 
eighth-graders

In the heart of the 
July recruiting season, 
the Intercollegiate Men’s 
Lacrosse Coaches 
Association (IMLCA) 
issued a statement that 
said it “does not support 
the recruiting of boys who 
have not yet entered ninth 
grade.” Last November, 
Johns Hopkins accepted the 
first verbal commitment 
on record from a freshman 
that had yet to play a 
high school game, and a 
handful of others followed. 
However, neither the NCAA 
nor the IMCLA has passed 
legislation restricting 
recruiting at any age.

  Rock’s dawick 
cashes in at WSop

Jamie Dawick, Toronto 
Rock owner, finished 
428th out of 6,352 at the 
No-Limit Hold-em Main 
Event at the World Series 
of Poker, cashing in the 
for the second time at the 
prestigious event and taking 
home $28,063. Dawick 
finished 363rd in 2007.
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One Man’s 
Story
How former Vermont lacrosse player 
Mike Devlin beat addiction

The drugs made him feel like 
a man.
Mike Devlin was in his senior 
year of college in Vermont, 

and what began as a dependence on 
painkillers — an 

introduction 
made via 
sports 
injuries — 
had spiraled 

deeper: 
Cocaine. 
Heroin. Other 
opiates.
“I stopped playing lacrosse, and I 

started to lose my identity and sense 
of purpose,” said Devlin, 24, who now 

lives in Dallas. “What made me feel like 
a man, and what made me feel needed, 

was this new identity: I’m a college student, 
I’m taking three classes, I’m working two jobs and 
on the side I’m selling drugs.”

Devlin is a house manager at the Gaston 
House, a sober living community for men 

where he received care after completing 
rehab. He also has reconnected 

with lacrosse as a coach and 
administrator for Sentry Lacrosse, 

a Dallas-based club program with 
several youth and travel teams.

How old were you when you began 
using drugs?

I started experimenting with alcohol 
and drugs before high school. I played 
lacrosse my whole life, and during high 
school, I underwent a couple surgeries. 
I was prescribed painkillers, and once I 
started taking those, I realized I didn’t 
need anything else.

When I got to college, I underwent 
another surgery and decided to 
stop playing lacrosse. Addiction is 
a progressive illness, and it was 
progressing. Right before my junior 
year of college, I spent my first summer 
away from home, and I kind of just lost 
hope in everything. I fell into the world 
of addiction and drugs altogether. That 
year, I found a sense of desperation 
and wanted to get help. I left school 
and came to an outpatient program in 
New York. At that point, it was the pills 
that were a problem for me, so I went 
back to school thinking, “Oh, I can still 
smoke pot, I can still drink, I can still do 
cocaine.”

Eventually all those things weren’t 
doing it for me, so I reverted back to 
what I know works for me. I went back 
to the pills, which started progressing 
into heroin. The big thing for me was 
speed balling — doing cocaine and 
opiates together. That’s what made me 
feel comfortable, made me feel on top 
of the world.

When did you hit rock bottom and 
realize you needed help?

Around Christmas 2010, I had two 
jobs and was selling drugs, and I still 
wasn’t making enough money to afford 
my habit. So I was robbing my friends, 
robbing the people I was selling drugs 
to, and I found myself in a really bad 
spot. I went home at Christmas and 
some of this stuff started to come to 
light between me and my family. I told 
myself again and again, “I’m gonna go 
back to school, and I’m going to clean 
up. It’s gonna be OK.” As addicts, 
we believe ourselves. I wanted to get 
clean, and I really believed that I was 
going to.

I went back to school, and about a 
week later I was robbing everybody I 
could. I ended up in a Motel 6. I had 
spent all the money I had left on drugs 
and I polished off everything, hoping 
I wasn’t going to wake up. Later, 
when I turned on my phone, I saw 
text messages from people who were 
worried about me, and I had a text 

Hillary 
Fratzke



from my mom that said, “Just let me 
know you’re OK.” Being an addict — 
just as a human being — you have all 
this shame, this pain, this guilt. How 
could this woman still want to help 
me after all I’d put her through? I was 
asking myself all these questions, and 
I just said to myself, “You know what, 
I’m going to do it this time. I’m going to 
surrender and take direction and give 
life another chance.”

How would you describe your 
experiences at rehab?

The strange thing was that I wasn’t 
angry, and for the first time, I wasn’t 
really scared. The woman who checked 
me in told me I looked too happy to 
be at rehab. At first I thought, “This is 
going to be a piece of cake.” But then 
the drugs wore off and, you know, a 
week or two went by, and I started 
feeling miserable again.

After about a month at Caron 
[Treatment Center], I knew I couldn’t 
go back to Vermont. I needed to go 
somewhere where I was going to 
be surrounded by people who were 
struggling like me — but who were also 
trying to become young men who could 
live a sober life. And not just a sober 
life, but sober and happy. I knew there 
was a deeper, underlying issue, that 
drugs were not just my problem, but 
that there was something in my mind 
that led me to drugs. And that was 
something that was going to take more 
than 30 days for me.

What’s your advice on talking to 
friends who are struggling with 
addiction?

I never wanted to hear somebody 
tell me what I needed. The friends who 
got through to me were the ones who 
sat there and began to understand 
me. They asked me questions about 
what was going on, so they could 
understand my story to the best of 
their knowledge, and then they used 
that to relate. My approach is almost 
exactly that: It’s having a conversation 
with no judgment. As much as you can, 
try to relate to that person, and then 
plant a seed. Until somebody is ready 
to ask for help or accept help, they’re 
going to go to any lengths they can to 
do what they want to.

— Angela Haupt

Reprinted with permission of 
US News and World Report

Bellarmine men join Atlantic Sun
Bellarmine and the Atlantic Sun 

announced July 8 that the Knights 
will join the conference as an affiliate 
member in men’s lacrosse. Bellarmine 
joins Furman, High Point, Jacksonville, 
Mercer, Richmond and VMI for the 
spring 2015 season. 
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